88	Austria and Russia.	1756
that, although the treaty was originally pointed against
Prussia, it could use the Russian troops against the
French in Hanover, or anywhere it pleased ; indeed, it
was by positive assurances to this effect that it had in-
duced Frederick to sign the Convention of Westminster.
It was, therefore, greatly confounded when Elizabeth
absolutely refused to let her army act against any enemy
but Prussia. The treaty was, of course, never put into
execution ; in fact, it was never ratified. But the mis-
chief had been done already. Without waiting for the
ratification, the Czarina had begun to assemble troops in
Livonia, and she declined to be baulked of her revenge,
merely because England had changed her mind.
In the spring of 1756 Russia proposed to Austria a
plan for the partition of the Prussian monarchy.    Silesia
.	and Glatz were to be reconquered for Austria,
proposes East Prussia to be conquered by Russia, and
PruSan °f Siven UPto P°land in exchange for Courland and
April 22, other Polish territory on the Russian frontier.
*7°6"	Hostilities were to begin in August, and as
soon as they had commenced, Saxony and Sweden were
to be invited to join the allies, Magdeburg being offered
as a bait to the one, and Prussian Pomerania to the other.
Austria, however, was not yet ready; she said that she
must first make sure of France, and even after the con-
clusion of the Treaty of Versailles she gave the same
answer. Negotiations for an offensive alliance were
going on, and she had good hopes of gaining Louis by
the promise of cessions in the Netherlands ; but by the
time all that was settled it would be too late for military
operations. It was, however, definitely understood that
hostilities should commence early in 1757. Such was
the state of affairs when Frederick, aware of what was
passing, determined to precipitate the crisis and attack
his enemies while they were still unprepared.

